Food Safety
The following questions were answered by parents of children age 0-18 years.

Q1. Have any of your children ever gotten sick from spoiled or contaminated food?
1. Yes
2. No
3. Unsure
Q2. Have any of your children gotten sick from eating spoiled or contaminated food at any of the following places?
Yes

No

Unsure

1. School
2. Friend’s house
3. Restaurant (including fast food)
4. Covered dish/potluck
5. My home
Q3. How often do you do any of the following to keep your children’s food safe in your home?
Always

Sometimes

Rarely/
never

Not
applicable

1. Wash fruits and vegetables before serving/cooking
2. Wash your hands before preparing meals
3. Check the expiration date on refrigerated food before serving
Q4. If you notice that a refrigerated food product is more than two days past its expiration date, would you:
1. Smell or taste it yourself to see if it’s okay to eat or if it is spoiled
2. Automatically throw it away
Q5. Do you usually do any of the following to make sure your children’s food is safe when you are away from home?
Yes
1. Check health/food inspection ratings before eating in a restaurant
2. Avoid eating egg and mayonnaise dishes at a potluck/covered dish meal

No

Not applicable

6. If you have a food product at home that you know has been recalled, would you:
1. Throw it away
2. Return it for a refund or a replacement
3. Use it anyway if it smells/tastes ok
Participants were also asked demographic questions on gender, race/ethnicity, annual household income, education
and insurance status.
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